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Stuart, born in the year in which he began his history of India,
afforded suitable material for exemplifying the truth of Hel-
vetius's theories. The victim's autobiography, one of the most
interesting books ever written, tells the result, and incidentally
reveals the character of James MilL
His capacity for work must have been amazing. He would
spend the day at his desk writing his History, while his son John,
in the same room, was learning his lesson, with the right of
asking for explanations whenever it might be necessary. The
whole of John's education was conducted by his father. He began
Greek, he tells us, at the age of three, 'committing to memory
what my father termed vocables, being lists of common Greek
words, with their signification in English, which he wrote out
for me on cards.* He did not begin Latin until he was seven. In
the same year he read six of Plato's dialogues, but did not fully
understand the Theaetetus. He learned arithmetic at the same
time; also an incredible amount of history. *When I came to the
American war, I took my part, like a child as I was (until set
right by my father) on the wrong side, because it was called the
English side.* For amusement, he had such books as Anson's
Voyages. 'Of childen's books, any more than of playthings, I had
scarcely any, except an occasional gift from a relation or acquain-
tance: among those I had, Robinson Crusoe was pre-eminent,
and continued to delight me all through my boyhood. It was no
part, however, of my father's system to exclude books of amuse-
ment, though he allowed them very sparingly.*
From his eighth year onwards, John had not only to learn, but
also to teach his younger brothers and sisters, who were numer-
ous. Apart from the Iliad and Odyssey, Aeschlyus, Sophocles,
and Euripides, all the best Latin authors, a great deal of history,
and a minute study of Roman Government, he had not time for
much learning after instructing the younger members of the
family; he seems to have mastered little else, before the age of
twelve, except algebra and geometry, the differential calculus,
and several other branches of higher mathematics.
It must not be supposed that John got no fun out of life.
*During this part of my childhood,* he says, *one of my
greatest amusements was experimental science; in the theoreti-
cal, however, not the practical sense of the word, not trying
experiments—a kind of discipline which I have often regretted
not having had—not even seeing, but only reading about
them**

